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!f this is tenable then Adityasena, Deva Gupta IY and Visiui Gupta
night have been the contemporaries of the Western Oalukya rulers
ftkramaditya I (A. D. 655-680), Vinayaditya (A, D. 680-96) and
7ijayaditya (A. D. 696-733) respectively.
Then only one more Later Gupta ruler would now remain for
urther consideration and that is Jivita Gupta XL Continuing the
,ates given to his predecessors he too may be allotted provisionally
he period of circa A. D. 731-56. Jivita Gupta II was the great-
;randson of Adityasena who was alive in A. D. 672-7$ in the
nale line. His contemporary in the female line was Jayadeva II
vhose known date is (Harsa] samvat 183 Kartlika SiMa-navami/am
Lpproximately equivalent to A. D. 16th October 758.1 Thus, according
0  the dates which we have assigned  to  Jivita Gupta II,  he would
mly be the contemporary of Jayadeva  II, who was certainly alive in
L D. 758.   It is possible as will be shown presently, that Jivita Gupta
1 lived only for a short time, at tlio most for about ten years.    He was
n all likelihood unmarried at least wlion this grant was made, for in
lis Deo-Baranark inscription mention is made of four of his ancestors
md the   names   of   all their queens   are   mentioned while nothing is
stated about the queen of Jivita Gupta II who issued the inscription.
2.   The Decline of the Later Guptas
After the demise of Madhava Gupta, who no doubt succeeded
Deva Gupta III, the decline of the Later Guptas may be said to
iave commenced with the rise of the last great ruler of this
lynasty, namely Adityasena. If Deva Gupta III can bo assigned to
a period between A, D. 618-43, being a contemporary of Harsavardhana,
and lis successor Madhava Gupta, to a period between A, D. 643-68,
allotting each on an average a quarter of a century, for we have
no evidence that Madhava Gupta lived or reigned for a short time,
then the successor of Madhava Gupta, Adityasena, may on the
same basis be said to have reigned from A. D. 668-93, This ruler
T0vived the glories of the Later Guptas but had to bear the brunt
of the might of the Western Calukyas. The Later Guptas, in the
first half of the seventh century, had to face the onslaught of the
Southern powers. One of these might have been the Bastrakutas
but this is only doubtful, The Patidurangapalii plates of Avidheya,
dated circa A, D. 516, record that his grandfather Manftnka conquered
the countries of Anga, Tidarbha, Asmaka and Satkunta,3 This
i./A.IXjp.ita.
2 Af. 4. &, 1929, PP. 197, 198.